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ĲSalicylaldiminato)NiĲII)-catalysts for
hydrosilylation of olefins†
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A series of (salicylaldiminato)methylnickel complexes efficiently

catalyse hydrosilylation of various olefins. The complexes are

highly active for secondary hydrosilanes and exhibit excellent

selectivity for monohydrosilylation. A possible mechanism, which

includes a silylnickel complex as a key active species, is proposed.

Transition metal catalysed hydrosilylation of olefins is an
excellent tool for synthesis of various organosilicon
compounds and for cross-linking of silicone polymers in
industry.1 To date, hydrosilylation has depended on precious
metal catalysts, particularly platinum.1 Due to the high cost
of these metals, there is an increasing demand for the devel-
opment of non-precious metal catalysts. Thus far, first-row
transition metal complexes containing Fe,2 Co,3 Ni,4 etc. have
attracted much attention due to their potential applicability as
low-cost alternatives. However, examples of well-defined first-
row transition metal catalyst systems still remain scarce
because of the difficulty in controlling their complicated reac-
tivity, which sometimes leads to an unwanted product mixture.

In this study, we found out that (salicylaldiminato)methyl-
nickel complexes 1a–e (Fig. 1), which have been so far inten-
sively studied as olefin polymerization catalysts,5 act as good
hydrosilylation precatalysts of various olefins with excellent
product selectivity and diverse substrate scope.

NiĲII) complexes 1a–e were prepared by the reaction of
ĳNiĲCH3)2Ĳtmeda)] (tmeda =N,N,N′,N′-tetramethylethylenediamine)
with a respective salicylaldimine derivative and pyridine or
DMAP (DMAP = 4-dimethylaminopyridine) in diethyl ether.5

Complexes 1b–d are new compounds and were fully char-
acterized by 1H and 13C NMR spectroscopy as well as ele-
mental analysis.

The catalytic performance of 1a–e is summarized in
Table 1. Hydrosilylation of 1-octene with Et2SiH2 in the
presence of 0.5 mol% of 1a smoothly proceeded in CH3CN at
room temperature for 1 h to give Et2ĲnOct)SiH (2, 93%, nOct =
CH3ĲCH2)7) with high selectivity, along with a small amount of
dioctyl product Et2ĲnOct)2Si (3, 4%) (entry 1). The use of other
solvents (benzene, toluene, hexane or THF) resulted in the for-
mation of a complicated mixture containing 2, 3, EtĲnOct)SiH2,
EtĲnOct)2SiH and Et2ĲnOct)2Si probably via substituent redistri-
bution on the Si atom. Hence the reaction was conducted in
CH3CN for further investigation. Complex 1b exhibited a simi-
lar catalytic activity forming 2 and 3 in 90% and 2% yields,
respectively (entry 2). Complexes 1c and 1d were slightly less
active than 1a and 1b, and required longer reaction times (8 h
and 2.5 h, respectively) to give 2 in high yields (entries 3 and 4).
The rather low activities of 1c and 1d are likely due to the bulky
aryl substituent on the imino-N atom in 1c and the strongly
coordinating DMAP in 1d (vide infra). To our surprise, complex
1e, which was reported to be more active towards ethylene poly-
merization than 1a,5b was not active even at elevated tempera-
ture up to 100 °C (entry 5). It was confirmed that transforma-
tion of 1e gradually proceeded upon treatment with 1-octene
and Ph2SiH2 to give unidentified compounds including insolu-
ble black precipitates.6

We next investigated the substrate scope using the most
effective precatalyst, 1a. The results are summarized in
Table 2. In the reaction of 1-octene with R2SiH2 (R = Ph,
nHex), selective monohydrosilylation also proceeded to give
R2ĲnOct)SiH (4 or 6) (90–94% yield) as a major product
accompanied by a small amount of R2ĲnOct)2Si (entries 1 and 2).
Complex 1a catalysed hydrosilylation of 1-octene with primary
silanes, PhSiH3 and (nOct)SiH3, rather slowly to selectively give
l., 2015, 5, 2081–2084 | 2081

plexes 1a–e.
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Table 1 Hydrosilylation of 1-octene with Et2SiH2 catalysed by 1

Entry
Precatalyst
(0.5 mol%) t/h

Product [yield/%]a

2 3

1 1a 1 93 4
2 1b 1.3 90 2
3 1c 8 88 5
4 1d 2.5 92 4
5b 1e 24 0 0

a GC yield. b Starting materials were fully recovered.

Table 2 Reaction of various olefins with hydrosilanes catalysed by 1aa

Entry Silane Olefin t/h Products; yield/%b

1 Ph2SiH2 1-Octene 1 Ph2ĲnOct)SiH (4); 90(91)
Ph2ĲnOct)2Si (5); 8(9)

2 ĲnHex)2SiH2 1-Octene 2 ĲnHex)2ĲnOct)SiH (6); 94Ĳ−)
ĲnHex)2ĲnOct)2Si (7); 3Ĳ−)

3 RSiH3 1-Octene 24c ĲnOct)ĲR)SiH2

R = Ph (8); 15(20)
= nOct (9); 20(24)

4 R3SiH 1-Octene 48 No reaction
(R = Et, OEt)

5 R2SiH2 1

R = Et (10); 90(94)
= Ph (11); 94(99)

6 Et2SiH2 2-Octene 12d Et2ĲnOct)SiH (2); 85(90)
7 R2SiH2 10–36

R = Et (12a); −Ĳ9)
= Ph (13a); 55Ĳ−)

R = Et (12b); 85(90)
Ph (13b); 40Ĳ−)

8 R2SiH2 0.5

R = Et (14); 92Ĳ−)
= Ph (15); 65Ĳ−)

9 R2SiH2 1

R = Et (16); 96Ĳ−)
= Ph (17); 98Ĳ−)

10 Et2SiH2 36d (18); 34Ĳ−)

a 1a (0.0025 mmol), silane (0.5 mmol), olefin (0.6 mmol) in CH3CN (2 mL) at 25 °C. b Isolated yield (GC yield). c Toluene (2 mL) was used as a
solvent. d Reaction at 50 °C.
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monohydrosilylated products PhĲnOct)SiH2 (8) and ĲnOct)2SiH2

(9) in 15% and 20% yields, respectively (entry 3). In these cases,
large amounts of the starting materials were recovered from the
resulting reaction mixture. Notably, even though a small excess
of olefin was employed, the reactions did not form isomerized
internal olefins, which are normally the major by-products in
olefin hydrosilylation reactions catalysed by conventional plati-
num catalysts.7 Tertiary silanes such as Et3SiH and (EtO)3SiH
2082 | Catal. Sci. Technol., 2015, 5, 2081–2084
were not applicable in this system probably due to the steric
bulkiness of the silanes (entry 4).

Hydrosilylation of 2-norbornene with Et2SiH2 or Ph2SiH2

smoothly took place to selectively provide exo-10 (90%) or exo-11
(94%), respectively (entry 5). Interestingly, hydrosilylation of an
unstrained internal olefin, 2-octene, also efficiently proceeded at
50 °C, selectively giving terminally silylated product 2 in a good
yield (entry 6), likely via successive olefin isomerization and
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2015
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Scheme 1 Proposed mechanism of complex 1-catalysed olefin
hydrosilylation.
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hydrosilylation. Styrene was also hydrosilylated with Et2SiH2 or
Ph2SiH2 to yield α- and β-hydrosilylated products (entry 7).
While in the case of Et2SiH2, α-silylated (Markovnikov addition)
product 12b (85%) was predominantly obtained, and a
nonselective mixture of α- and β-silylated products (13b, 40%,
and 13a, 55%, respectively) was formed in the case of Ph2SiH2.
Perfect 1,4-selectivity was observed in the hydrosilylation of iso-
prene with Et2SiH2 and Ph2SiH2 to form allylsilanes 14 (92%)
and 15 (65%), respectively (entry 8), which are useful precursors
for the construction of a plethora of carbo- and heterocyclic
systems.8 Hydrosilylation of N,N-dimethylallylamine with
Et2SiH2 and Ph2SiH2 quantitatively took place to furnish
silylpropylamines 16 and 17 in 1 h at 25 °C (96–98%, entry 9).
But-3-en-1-ylĲphenyl)sulfane also underwent hydrosilylation with
Et2SiH2 at 50 °C to produce 18, albeit in a low yield (entry 10).
Despite their industrial importance, examples of hydrosilylation
of functionalized olefins are still limited,2d,e,9 since they some-
times poison the conventional platinum catalysts.10 The above
results observed for the olefins having nitrogen and sulfur
functionalities strongly indicate potential compatibility of 1a
towards important functionalized substrates.

To obtain information on the reaction mechanism, reac-
tions of 1a with a stoichiometric amount of 1-octene or
Ph2SiH2 were performed in CD3CN followed by 1H NMR
spectroscopy. Complex 1a did not react with 1-octene at room
temperature. On the other hand, 1a was completely con-
sumed by the treatment with Ph2SiH2 after 15 min and a
new SiH signal appeared at δ 5.85 ppm, whereas no signal
assignable to NiH was observed in the hydride region (δ 0 to
−30 ppm). In addition, formation of CH4 (δ 0.24 ppm) was
detected. The non-decoupled 29Si NMR spectrum exhibited one
doublet at −19.0 ppm Ĳ1JSiH = 219 Hz). The correlation between
the two signals, δH 5.85 ppm and δSi −19.0 ppm, was confirmed
by two dimensional NMR (Si–H HSQC) spectroscopy. Thus, for-
mation of an intermediary silyl complex was strongly indicated,
although full identification is still underway.11 Subsequent
addition of 1-octene (1.0 equiv.) and Ph2SiH2 (1.0 equiv.) to the
reaction mixture resulted in the formation of the correspond-
ing hydrosilylation products 4 and 5. In this reaction, broaden-
ing of the coordinated pyridine signal was detected, indicating
the rapid dissociation equilibrium of pyridine during the reac-
tion. It was also confirmed that 1a did not react with Et3SiH,
suggesting that the reaction is significantly influenced by the
steric bulkiness of hydrosilanes. These observations success-
fully explain the lower activity of 1c and 1d, which have the
bulky aryl group-substituted imino group and the strongly
coordinating DMAP ligand, respectively.

Based on these observations, one possible mechanism for
the complex 1-catalysed hydrosilylation is proposed (Scheme 1).
Precatalyst 1 initially reacts with a hydrosilane to give silyl inter-
mediate A via elimination of CH4. Intermediate A further
undergoes olefin insertion, possibly via olefin-coordinated
intermediate B, to give C. Reaction of C with hydrosilane regen-
erates A accompanied by the formation of the hydrosilylated
product. Through the reaction cycle, ligand exchange between
pyridine and 1-octene/acetonitrile could occur.
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2015
As mentioned above, complex 1a did not catalyse the
hydrosilylation reaction of tertiary hydrosilanes, Et3SiH and
(EtO)3SiH, with 1-octene. Thus, the observed formation of 3
in the hydrosilylation of 1-octene with Et2SiH2 is not likely by
double hydrosilylation of silanes via the intermediate tertiary
hydrosilane Et2ĲnOct)SiH (2). Actually, it was indicated that 3
was formed via disproportionation of 2; i.e. octyl group dis-
proportionation of 2 proceeded in the presence of 1a (1
mol%) and Et2SiH2 (10 mol%) to furnish 3 in 15% yield after
24 h. In this reaction, Et2SiH2 was necessary to generate cata-
lytically active species.

In conclusion, well-defined Ĳsalicylaldiminato)NiĲII)-
precatalysts for hydrosilylation of olefins have been
established. In this system, selective tertiary hydrosilane for-
mation was achieved via predominant monohydrosilylation
of secondary hydrosilanes with a variety of olefins. The
precatalyst is also applicable for the hydrosilylation of amino-
and sulfur-functionalized olefins, showing its good functional
group tolerance.

Although several Ni complexes were thus far employed as
hydrosilylation catalysts, it was reported that the previous sys-
tems suffer from limited substrate scope and improper reac-
tion selectivity.4 It is therefore worth noting that this study
successfully presents the high potential of nickel complexes
as hydrosilylation catalysts. Further modification to expand
the scope of our Ni system is now underway and will be
reported in due course.
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