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o -Silylated ketones (5)-2 (ee = 98 %), easily available through silylation or silylation/alkylation from ketones
1 using the (—)-(S)-1-amino-2-(methoxymethyl)pyrrolidine (SAMP)-/(+)-(R)-1-amino-2-(methoxymethyl)pyr-
rolidine (RAMP)-hydrazone method, are oxidized to give a-hydroxy-ketones (R)-5 of high enantiomeric purity
(ee = 98 %) and in good overall yields (51-70%). The key step of the procedure is the silicon-directed diastereose-
lective oxidation of the corresponding silyl enol ethers of (5)-2, with m-chloroperbenzoic acid or 3-phenyl-2-
(phenylsulfonyl)oxaziridine, followed by flash chromatography and desilylation.

o-Hydroxy-carbonyl compounds are common structural features of many natural
products and are useful chiral building blocks in the synthesis of biologically active
compounds. Consequently, numerous studies for their stereoselective synthesis have been
reported [1]. Among the most attractive routes to optically active a-hydroxy-carbonyl
units are direct oxidations of the parent carbonyl compounds and their enol derivatives
[2]. Most of the overall enantioselective procedures lead to « -hydroxy-acid derivatives [3].
It was only very recently, that first asymmetric syntheses of « -hydroxy-ketones have been
reported [1] [4]. However, with the exception of the hydroxylation of metalated chiral
hydrazones [1], the asymmetric inductions were not high enough. Therefore, novel and
efficient entries to optically active « -hydroxy-ketones are desirable.

We now wish to report a new regio- and overall enantioselective o -hydroxylation of
dialkyl ketones 1 — (R)-5 via «-silylated ketones (S)-2 (Scheme). The latter are easily
available from symmetrical dialkyl ketones (R' = R?) by asymmetric « -C-silylation [5] or
from alkyl methyl ketones 1 through silylation/alkylation') using our (—)-(.5)-1-amino-2-
(methoxymethyl)pyrrolidine (SAMP)-/(+)-(R)-1-amino-2-(methoxymethyl)pyrrolidine
(RAMP)-hydrazone method [6]. We already demonstrated virtually complete asymmet-
ric inductions in diasterco- and enantioselective aldol reactions using the corresponding
boron enolates of (§)-2 [7]. This encouraged us to further investigate related silicon-di-
rected asymmetric syntheses.

‘) The transformation 1 —(S)-2 is achieved as follows: 1. SAMP; 2. LDA, THF, 0°; R,SiCl, ~78°; 3. BuLi,
Et,0, 0% i-Pr,NH, —78°; R%X; 4. O;, pentane, —78°; flash chromatography; D. Enders, B.B. Lohray,
manuscript in preparation.
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As shown in the Scheme, the o -silylated ketones (S)-2 are first transformed into their
corresponding trimethylsilyl enol ethers using LDA or LiN(SiMe,),, THF, Me,SiCl?)
(c—g: Z/E =73:27 — 98:2)"), or Kuwajima's method [9] (a,b: Z/E = 99:1)%), followed by
oxidation with either m-chloroperbenzoic acid [10] or 3-phenyl-2-(phenylsulfonyl)-
oxaziridine [2c]. The diastereoisomeric excess (de 72-90 %) of the resulting o -trialkylsilyl-

) The relatively low Z/E ratios obtained with LDA could be significantly improved with lithium hexamethyldi-
silazide, for example. d (R! = CH;, R? = C,Hs) 60:40 with LDA and 96:4 with LiN(SiMe,),; R. Hert,
diploma work, Technical University Aachen, 1988.

%) Determined by capillary GC and assigned by *C-NMR spectroscopy according to Heathcock et al. [8].
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Table. a-Hydroxy-ketones ( R )-5 Prepared by Oxidation of a-Trialkylsilyl-ketones (S )-2

(R)-59 R! R? Overall yield [%]®)  []F (c, CHCly) ee [%]°)
a CH; CH; 58 ~55(1.4) >98
(8)-a%) CH, CH, 61 +54.8 (1.4) >98
b C,H; CH, 58 —97.5(1.0) >98
c C,H; C,H; 70 —98(1.1) >98
d CH; C,H; 55 —55.5(0.7) >98
e CH;, C3H, 70 —58.7(0.75)°) >98
f CH, PhCH, 51 — 8.53(0.85)) >98
g C,H; PhCH, 58 —55.3(0.6)8) >98

%) The absolute configurations given are based on the independent synthesis of (S)-5e from (S)-ethyl lactate’)
and assuming a uniform mechanism of the oxidations.

%) Overall yield of the procedure (5)-2 — (R)-5.

) Determined by '*C- and F-NMR spectroscopy of the corresponding MTPA esters.

9 (R)-2a[5] was used as starting material.

®)  (S)-5e synthesized independently from (S)-ethyl lactate showed [« 1 = +54.4 (¢ = 0.79, CHCL) for 93% ee.

Ty Et,0 was used as solvent.

&) [a]¥ =8.4(c = 1.6, Et,0).

o’-trimethylsiloxy ketones (S,R)-3 was determined by 'H- and “C-NMR spectroscopy.
Hydrolysis with aqueous HCI and Et,0, and subsequent separation of the major dia-
stereoisomer by flash chromatography over silica gel (Et,O/pentane 1:4 R.((S,R)-4) 0.3,
R ((S,5)-4) 0.25) affords the o -silylated «-hydroxy-ketones (S,R)-4 of high diastereo-
and enantiomeric purity (de = 33 > 98%). Finally, the (1-Bu)Me,Si group is removed
without racemization by treatment with aqueous HBF, (60%) in THF to give the
practically enantiomerically pure o -hydroxy-ketones (R)-5 in good overall yields (see the
Table)').

The enantiomeric excess of the hydroxy-ketones (S,R)-4 and (R)-5 was determined
spectroscopically via their 3,3,3-trifluoro-2-methoxy-2-phenylpropionic-acid (MTPA)
esters [11] (*C- and YF-NMR). The absolute configuration given for the final products,
(R)-5, was established by polarimetry based on the independent synthesis of (5)-5e from
(S)-ethyl lactate®) (see the Table). The diastereoselectivity of the o ’-hydroxylation of the
o -trialkylsilyl-ketones mainly depends on the E/Z ratio of the intermediate trimethylsilyl
enol ethers used in the oxidation step and the nature of the oxidizing agent. Whereas
m-chloroperbenzoic acid (m-CPBA) gave satisfactory diastercoselectivities in the cases
c—g, low de values (ca. 40 %) were observed in the m-CPBA oxidations of the silyl enol
ethers of (S)-2a and b prepared by Kuwajima’s method. Here, 3-phenyl-2-(phenyl-
sulfonyl)oxaziridine was the oxidant of choice.

To explain the formation of (S,R)-3 as the predominant diastereoisomer and thus the
(R)-configuration of the final «-hydroxy-ketones, we propose the open transition states
A and B for the oxidation of the (Z) and (E) silyl enol ethers, respectively. In this picture,
the oxidizing agent approaches anti to the (¢-Bu)Me,Si group, which compares well with
other silicon-directed electrophilic reactions at alkene C=C bonds [13].

4 Cyclohexane was also «-hydroxylated (ee > 90%; R) starting from (R)-2 R' — R2= — (CH,),, but the
overall chemical yield was low (30%).

%) (S)-Ethyl lactate was transformed into the (2-methoxyethoxy)methyl (MEM)-protected lactaldehyde as
described by Kelly and Kaul[12] followed by addition of BuMgBr, Swern oxidation, and deprotection (TiCly)
to give (S)-5e of 93% ee.
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(Z8)----» (SR)-3 (E8)--~—» (55)3

A typical procedure for the synthesis of (R)-S¢ from (S)-2¢ [5]') is as follows: a
flame-dried, one-necked 100-ml flask with side arm, rubber septum, and magnetic stirring
bar is flushed with Ar. After addition of (i-Pr),NH (1.5 ml, 10.7 mmol) and dry THF (20
ml), the flask is cooled to —78°, followed by dropwise addition of BuLi (6.56 ml, 10.5
mmol, 1.6N in hexane). Stirring is continued for 20 min, and a soln. of the silyl-ketone
(S)-2¢(2.28 g, 10 mmol) in 5 ml of THF and, after 1 h, Me,SiCl (1.33 ml, 10.5 mmol) are
added. The mixture is stirred and allowed to reach ca. 15° during 8-10 h. After dilution
with pentane (50 ml), the mixture is washed with sat. aq. NH,Cl and brine. The org. layer
is dried (MgSO,) and concentrated in vacuo to afford the corresponding crude silyl enol
ether in quantitative yield (3.0 g, (Z)/(E) 9:1, determined by cap. GC). A suspension of
m-CPBA (90%, 1.92, 10 mmol) in 40 ml of hexane is cooled to 0° and a soln. of the crude
silyl enol ether (3.0 g, 10 mmol) in 10 ml of hexane is added. The mixture is stirred for 1 h
at 0° after which the oxidation is complete (TLC control). The mixture is filtered through
Celite and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue is purified by column
chromatography over silica gel (Et,O/pentane 1:9, R, 0.75) to give 2.86 g (930%) of
(S,R)-3¢ (de = 90%, *C-NMR).

The diastereoisomeric mixture (S/R)/(S/S)-3c is dissolved in 30 ml of Et,O followed
by addition of 15 ml of 5N aq. HCl and stirring for 20 h at r.t. The org. layer is separated,
and the aq. phase is extracted with Et,O (2 x 15 ml). The combined Et,O layers are
washed with aq. NaHCO; and brine. After drying (MgSO,) and concentration in vacuo,
2.07 2 (94%) of 4c, as a mixture of the (S,R)- and (S,5)-isomers (95:95), are isolated. The
diastereoisomers are separated by flash chromatography (silica gel; Et,O/pentane 1:4,
R{(S,R)> R:(S,5)) to give 193 g (88%) of stereochemically pure (S,R)-dc
(de = ee > 98%, “C- and "F-NMR of the MTPA ester).

Finally, (S,R)-4¢ (1.9 g, 7.78 mmol) is dissolved in THF (15 ml) and treated with aq.
HBF, (60%, 7 ml) at r.t. for 20 h (TLC control for completion of the reaction). The
mixture is diluted with Et,0 (30 ml) and the org. phase is washed with H,O (2 x 10 ml),
sat. NaHCO, soln. and brine. After drying (MgSQO,) and concentration in vacuo, the crude
product (0.93 g, 93 %) is purified by chromatography (silica gel, Et,O/pentane 1:1, R;0.5)
to give 0.91 g (90%) of optically pure (R)-5c¢.

When ethyl trimethylsilyl acetate is employed to generate the intermediate silyl enol
ethers, the oxaziridine oxidations are carried out as follows: in a flask as described above,
a soln. of silyl enol ether (10 mmol) in dry CHCI, (20 ml) is treated with 3-phenyl-2-
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(phenylsulfonyl)oxaziridine (3.13 g, 12 mmol), and the mixture is refluxed for 1 h at 65°.
After evaporation of the solvent under reduced pressure, the residue is extracted with
pentane (5 x 20 ml) and the pentane extract is washed with brine, dried (MgSO,), and
evaporated to yield (S,R/S,S)-3.

In conclusion, the regio-controlled and overall enantioselective o -hydroxylation of
simple ketones described here offers a new and efficient entry to the important class of
a-hydroxy-ketones of high enantiomeric purity®).

This research was supported by the Fonds der Chemischen Industrie. We thank Degussa AG, BASF AG, and
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