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Abstract: An easy, highly efficient and simple one-pot approach to
the synthesis of 2-thioxo-1,3-thiazolidin-4-ones is reported. The
reaction of a primary amine and carbon disulfide in the presence of
fumaryl chloride in water afforded the title compounds in good
yield.
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During the past decade, combinatorial chemistry has pro-
vided access to chemical libraries based on privileged
structures,1 with heterocyclic structures receiving special
attention as they belong to a class of compounds with
proven utility in medicinal chemistry.2 There are numer-
ous biologically active molecules with five-membered
rings containing two heteroatoms. Thiazolidine (1) and its
derivatives are important scaffolds known to be important
in several biologically active compounds.3 Thiazolidine-
2-thione (2) and thiazolidin-4-ones (3) are important sub-
structures found in numerous natural products and phar-
maceuticals (Figure 1).4

Figure 1

Compounds containing the 2-thioxothiazolidin-4-one ring
4 (rhodanine) and its derivatives have shown a wide range
of pharmacological activities, which include antimicrobi-
al,5 antiviral,6 and anticonvulsant7 activity. Additionally,
rhodanine-based molecules have been popular as small
molecule inhibitors of numerous targets such as HCV
NS3 protease,8 aldose reductase,9 b-lactamase,10 and his-
tidine decarboxylase,11 and have been used as antidiabetic
agents.12 For example, 5 is an antagonist against anti-apo-

ptotic Bcl-2 proteins,13 and 6 was evaluated as an inhibitor
of translation initiation (Figure 2).14

As part of our ongoing project devoted to the synthesis of
heterocycles, especially those containing two hetero-
atoms,15 we report herein a novel, one-pot, three-compo-
nent synthesis of 2-thioxothiazolidin-4-one in water.

Figure 2

Recently, we have become interested in the application of
fumarylchloride in multicomponent reactions.16 Thus, as
shown in Scheme 1, we investigated its reaction with
zwitterions derived from primary amines 7 and carbon
disulfide in water.17 The reaction, which is complete after
12 hours at room temperature, produces the 2-(3-alkyl-4-
oxo-2-thioxo-1,3-thiazolan-5-yl)acetic acid derivatives 8
in 75–85% yields (Table 1).

The structures of 2-(3-alkyl-4-oxo-2-thioxo-1,3-thiaz-
olan-5-yl)acetic acid derivatives were elucidated from
their elemental analysis, mass, IR and highfield 1H and
13C NMR spectra as described for 8a. The mass spectrum
of 8a displayed the molecular ion peak (m/z = 281) and,
importantly, an ion peak (m/z = 237) indicating CO2 loss
and thus the presence of a CO2H group. In the IR spec-
trum, the O–H stretching absorption band of the acid ap-
peared between 3451–2625 cm–1, with peaks at 1718 and
1671 cm–1 due to the two carbonyl groups, and absorp-
tions at 1343 and 1186 cm–1 indicating the presence of a
C=S moiety.

The 13H NMR spectrum of 8a, contains three double dou-
blets at d = 3.04 (J = 18.0, 9.0 Hz), 3.60 (J = 18.0, 3.5 Hz)
and 4.45 ppm (J = 8.9, 3.5 Hz), which are related to the di-
astereotopic hydrogens of CH2CO2H and the SCH, re-
spectively. The spectrum also contains two doublets at
d = 5.15 and 5.24 ppm (J = 14.2 Hz) arising from the two
diastereotopic hydrogens of CH2Ph, and the acidic hydro-
gen, which appears as a broad signal between d = 6.50 and
8.00 ppm. The 1H decoupled 13C NMR spectrum showed
ten distinct signals, in agreement with the proposed struc-
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ture, with the resonance due to C=S, appearing at d =
200.05 ppm.

Although we have not established the mechanism experi-
mentally, a possible pathway is proposed in Scheme 1.
The reaction presumably proceeds through initial addition
of amine 7 to the carbon disulfide to afford zwitterion 9,17

which then attacks the conjugated double bond to produce
intermediate 10.18 Probably, the thiocarbamate 10 under-
goes intramolecular cyclization followed by loss of an
HCl molecule to convert it into the thiazolidine 11 (it is
important to note that five-membered-ring formation is
kinetically more favorable than six-membered-ring for-
mation).19 Finally, hydrolysis of intermediate 11 leads to
the corresponding 2-thioxo-1,3-thiazolidin-4-ones 8 in
75–85% yield.20

Scheme 1 Proposed mechanism for the formation of 2-thioxo-1,3-
thiazolidin-4-one derivatives

In summary, in this communication we report a novel and
concise method for the synthesis of 2-thioxo-1,3-thiazoli-
din-4-ones of potential synthetic and pharmacological in-
terest in good yields using simple and inexpensive starting
materials. The one-pot reaction is performed under neutral
conditions and the carboxylic acid group on the 5-position
is capable of further functionalization. The simplicity of
the present procedure makes it an interesting alternative to
more complex multistep approaches.
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Table 1 The Reaction of Primary Amine 7, Carbon Disulfide, and 
Fumaryl Chloride at Room Temperature

Entry Primary amine 7 Product 8 Yield (%)

a 85

b 82

c 80

d 75

e 87

f 80

g 75

h 77
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