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ABSTRACT: The thermal phase behavior and ionic conductivity of mixtures of N-alkyl-N-
methylpyrrolidinium bis(trifluoromethanesulfonyl)imide ionic liquids (PY,zTFSI where R = 4
or S for butyl or pentyl) with LiTFSI have been examined as model systems for ionic liquid-
based lithium battery electrolytes. Several mixed salt crystalline phases form. The ionic
conductivity variability of the mixtures correlates well with the reported phase behavior. The
crystal structures for the (1-x) PY,z TESI-(x) LiTFSI (x = 0.67) (or 1/2 PY,gTFSI/LiTFSI with
R =4 or S) phases have been determined. These phases are isostructural, consisting of ionic
planar layers formed by Li* - - - TESI™ linkages in which the uncoordinated PY, " cations reside
in cavities within the layers. These structures have been used to aid in correlating Raman data

with cation—anion coordination in the IL-LiTFSI binary salt mixtures.
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B INTRODUCTION

There is a rapidly expanding interest in using ionic liquids
(ILs) as electrolyte materials for electrochemical applications."
ILs are salts, or mixtures of salts, that melt at low temperature,
often below room temperature. The field of ILs has been
expanding at a tremendous rate with thousands of papers
published over the past several years, whereas only a few dozen
were published a decade or more ago. How IL ions interact
with solutes and other ions is a key focus for many of the
diverse applications suggested/demonstrated for these mate-
rials. Further, there is also a recent tremendous renewal of
interest in battery materials, especially electrolytes, for electric
and plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (EV and PHEV) applica-
tions. Current state-of-the-art Li-ion battery electrolytes,
composed of a mixture of carbonate solvents and LiPF,° are
not suitable for large format battery packs (because of limita-
tions in thermal stability and safety concerns), nor are they
useful for the wide range of new high-voltage electrode materials
that are a core focus of the battery community. New solvents
and salts are needed for electrolyte formulations for advanced
batteries. ILs have garnered much attention as electrolyte
components due to their exceptional electrochemical stability
and low to negligible flammability—they are thus one of only a
very few classes of materials that may meet the stringent
requirements for new battery electrolytes for Li-ion, Li-metal,
and Li-air batteries.
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For Li battery electrolyte applications, ILs must be doped
with a suitable lithium salt to add electroactive Li* cations to
the electrolyte for the battery reaction. ILs with N-alkyl-N-
methylpyrrolidinium (PY;z") cations and the bis(trifluoro-
methanesulfonyl)imide (TFSI™) anion, in particular, have
been demonstrated as promising electrolytes for Li batteries.* '
Despite numerous studies,"' > however, the phase behavior and
transport properties of (1—x) PY g TFSI-(x) LiTFSI mixtures
are not yet well understood. Binary mixtures of LiTFSI with
PY,xTESI (R =4 or 5)

/N+\/\/ ﬁ -
CFs—§—N—S—CF;

N
/+\/\/\

have therefore been examined here to add additional insight into
the molecular interactions which govern the properties of such
mixed-salt electrolytes.
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B EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Materials. 1-Methylpyrrolidine (97%), 1-iodobutane (99%), and 1-io-
dopentane (98%) were purchased from Aldrich and used as-received. LiITFSI
was purchased from 3 M and dried under vacuum at 120 °C for 12 h before use.

Sample Preparation. PY,, TFSI was prepared by a procedure
reported in the literature.** PY, s TFSI was prepared by the following related
procedure: N-methyl-N-pentylpyrrolidinium iodide was first prepared by
combining 1-methylpyrrolidine with a stoichiometric amount of 1-iodo-
pentane in ethyl acetate (Aldrich). The resulting white crystalline PY sI salt
was repeatedly washed using ethyl acetate and then dissolved in deionized
water. A stoichiometric amount of LiTFSI dissolved in deionized water was
added and the mixture was stirred. Upon standing, two liquid layers form.
The top aqueous phase with dissolved Lil was removed, and the remaining
IL (i.e, PY,sTFSI) was washed 8 times with deionized water to ensure the
complete removal of reagents and contaminants. The final aqueous layer
was removed and the IL was heated while stirring on a hot plate for several
hrs. at 120—140 °C to remove most of the residual water. Activated carbon
(Darco-G60, Aldrich) was added and the slurry was stirred on a hot plate at
140 °C for 48 h. The slurry was then cooled to room temperature, ethyl
acetate was added to dilute the IL and the resulting mixture was filtered
through an activated alumina (acidic, Brockmann I, Aldrich) column. The
ethyl acetate was removed using a rotary evaporator and the IL was dried
under high vacuum at 120 °C overnight and then at 140 °C for another 8 h.
After purification and drying, the IL was a clear, colorless liquid at room
temperature. The IL was stored in a hermetically sealed bottle in a Vacuum
Atmospheres N, glovebox (water concentration <0.5 ppm).

Mixed salt samples, (1—x) PY,gTFSI-(x) LiTFSI (x is the mole
fraction, R = 4 or S), were prepared in the glovebox by combining
appropriate amounts of the PY, g TFSI and LiTFSI salts in vials and then
heated on a hot plate while stirring to form homogeneous mixtures. The
resulting IL-LiX mixtures were clear and colorless with a moisture
content below 10 ppm (tested by Karl Fischer titration). The samples
were stored in hermetically sealed glass vials in the glovebox.

Thermal Measurements. Thermal measurements were per-
formed using a TA Instruments Q2000 differential scanning calorimeter
(DSC) with liquid N, cooling. The instrument was calibrated with
cyclohexane (solid—solid phase transition at —87.06 °C, melt transition
at 6.54 °C) and indium (melt transition at 156.60 °C). Hermetically
sealed Al sample pans were prepared in the glovebox. Typically, sample
pans were slowly cooled (5 °C min~') to —150 °C and then heated
(5 °C min"") to various temperatures to ensure the complete crystal-
lization of the samples. After crystallization, the samples were cooled to
—150 °C, followed by heating to 100 °C or higher (determined by the
composition of the sample) (5 °C min ") for the final measurements
reported. Temperatures noted are for peak temperatures.

lonic Conductivity. The ionic conductivity was measured using an
AMEL Instruments 160 conductivity meter. The samples (3—$ g each)
were placed in glass vials, conductivity cells were added and the vial caps
were hermetically sealed using an O-ring and Parafilm. The hermetically
sealed sample vials were stored in a freezer overnight to fully crystallize
the samples. The vials were then placed in a cooling bath at —25 °C. The
temperature was changed in 2.5 °C increments and the samples were
equilibrated at each temperature for approximately 25—30 min. Con-
ductivity values was measured while heating from —25 to 92.5 °C.

X-ray Structural Determination. (North Carolina State Uni-
versity) Single crystals of the 1/2 (x = 0.67) PY,;sTFSI/LiTFSI phase
formed in the x = 0.45 sample vial after storage at room temperature. A
crystal was mounted on a nylon loop with a small amount of Paratone N
oil. Data were collected on a Bruker-Nonius Kappa Axis X8 Apex2
diffractometer at a temperature of —163 °C using Mo—Ka radiation.
The unit cell dimensions were determined from a symmetry constrained
fit of 9914 reflections with 4.82° < 26 =< 50.0°. The data collection
strategy was a number of @ and ¢ scans which collected data up to

50.26° (20). The frame integration was performed using SAINT.*
The resulting raw data was scaled and absorption corrected using a
multiscan averaging of symmetry equivalent data using SADABS.* The
structure was solved by direct methods using the XM program.** Most
non-hydrogen atoms were obtained from the initial solution. The remaining
non-hydrogen atomic positions were derived from subsequent differ-
ence Fourier maps. The independent part of the unit cell contains
24 jons: eight Li" cations, four PY ;5" cations, and 12 TFSI™ anions. The
structural model was fit to the data using full matrix least-squares based
on F2. The calculated structure factors included corrections for anom-
alous dispersion from the usual tabulation. The structure was refined
using the XL program from SHELXTL.** Crystallographic figures were
drawn using Mercury 2.2 and Ortep-3 software.

(Politecnico di Milano): A crystal of the 1/2 (x = 0.67) PY,, TESI/
LiTFSI phase was selected from the semisolid mixture in a x = 0.40
sample vial after storage at room temperature. The crystal was fixed on a
glass fiber with Galden oil and mounted on the diffractometer under a
nitrogen flux at —180 °C. X-ray measurements were made on a Bruker-
Nonius Kappa Axis X8 Apex2 diffractometer at a temperature of
—163 °C using Mo—Ka radiation. Unit-cell dimensions were calculated
from least-squares refinement of 20449 reflections with 2.2° < 26 <
50.0°. A total of 62206 reflections was collected, corresponding to 25449
unique reflections. Raw intensity data were corrected for absorption
using SADABS.*> The structure was solved by direct methods using
SIR97.>* Many atoms were obtained from the initial solution. The other
non-hydrogen atoms were found from successive difference Fourier
maps using SHELXTL.** The independent part of the unit cell contains
24 jons: 8 Li" cations, 4 PY,," cations and 12 TFSI™ anions. During
refinement, significant disorder of several units was observed in the
crystal structure. The final disordered model has been obtained using
two different procedures: (i) a single PY,,* unit (U named unit), with
orientational disorder lying across an inversion center, was refined with
all the constraints needed to satisfy this geometry and (ii) the atoms of
the other disordered units were refined isotropically and left free from
constraints in the last cycles of refinement. All hydrogen atoms were
introduced at calculated positions and allowed to ride on the parent
atoms. The final stage of refinement used full matrix least-squares based
on F*. Crystallographic figures were drawn using Mercury 2.2 software.

Raman Measurement. Raman spectra were collected from —150
to 100 °C with a Jobin-Yvon LabRAM HR800 spectrometer. Spectra
were excited with the 632.8 nm line of a HeNe internal laser. The
measurement time was 10 s with five accumulations. For the measure-
ments, the samples were placed in a cavity on a stainless steel plate in a
hermetically sealed Linkam LTS350 heating/cooling stage in the glove-
box. The stage was then transferred to the spectrometer and Raman
spectra were measured over the frequency range 100—1800 cm ™. The
spectra were normalized by integrating the intensity of the most intense

Raman band between 785 and 690 cm ™.

B RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Phase Behavior. DSC heating traces for the (1—x) PY,,-
TFSI-(x) LiTESI mixtures have been previously reported.'” The
data for (1—x) PY;xTFSI-(x) LiTFSI mixtures are shown in
Figure 1. The neat PY;sTFSI salt has relatively simple phase
behavior with a single melting endotherm noted (T}, = 10 °C).
That is one reason why this salt was selected for study, as the neat
PY;;TESI and PY;4TESI salts have more complicated phase
behavior due to the formation of polymorphic crystalline
phases.'” Upon the addition of small amounts of LiTFSI, the
mixtures melt at a slightly lower temperature than for the neat IL
because of the formation of a eutectic phase. The data indicate
that both x = 0.33 (T, = 28 °C, 2/1 IL/LiX) and 0.67 (T, =
76 °C, 1/2 IL/LiX) phases form in common with similar
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Figure 1. DSC heating traces (5 °C min ") of (1-x) PY,sTFSI-(x)
LiTFSI mixtures (peak temperatures and composition noted).

mixtures with PY,;gTESI (R = 2—4) ILs."” The mixtures also
show variable phase behavior near x = 0.50 suggesting thata 1/1
IL/LiX metastable, polymorphic phase (Ty, = 22 °C) may also
form. An alternative explanation for the observed peak at 22 °C
may be due to the melting of a eutectic composition between the
x = 0.33 and 0.67 phases. This peak is not found to be
consistently reproducible in repeated heating/cooling traces as
its formation appears to be strongly dependent upon the sample
thermal history (crystallization method) with a peak at 25—26 °C
also found.

lonic Conductivity. The ionic conductivity of the mixtures is
shown in Figure 2. The rapid rise in conductivity of the neat ILs
(x =0) is due to the solid crystalline phase melting into a liquid
phase. Upon addition of relatively low mole fractions of LiTFSI
to PY,sTFSI, the onset of melting and the rapid increase in the
conductivity occurs at a slightly lower temperature than for the
neat IL, in agreement with the lower T, noted in Figure 1 due to
the formation of a eutectic phase. For x = 0.25, however, there is a
two step increase in the conductivity for both the PY;,TFSI and
PY,sTFSI mixtures with LiTFSI. From Figure 1, this is attributed
to the melting first of the eutectic phase and then the 2/1 IL/LiX
(x = 0.33) phase. A dramatic difference exists in the onset of the
conductivity increase between the x = 0.25 and 0.33 composi-
tions. This is because the x = 0.33 composition corresponds to
the pure 2/1 IL/LiX phase with no eutectic phase present.
Samples with a higher LiTFSI concentration also show a con-
ductivity increase at the same temperature due to the melting of
this phase. The x = 0.50 sample with PY;sTFSI shows a two step
increase also due to the melting of the 1/2 IL/LiX (x = 0.67)
phase (Figure 2).

At higher temperature (in the melt for all of the samples), the
conductivity tends to decrease sharply with increasing LiTFSI
concentration for the mixtures with x > 0.10. Steric hindrance
shields the positive charge of the PY;s* cations from the
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Figure 2. Variable-temperature ionic conductivity of (1—x) PY,gTFSI-(x)
LiTFSI mixtures: (a) R =4 and (b) R = 5.

formation of coordination bonds with the neighboring TESI™
anions, but this is not the case with the Li" cations. Each Li"
cation is coordinated by multiple TFSI™ anions because no
solvent is present. Thus aggregates and polymeric ionic
chains form, which result in a higher viscosity and lower
conductivity as these interactions increase with increasing Li”
cation concentration.

1/2 PY,fTFSI/LITFSI (x = 0.67) Crystal Structures.
The crystallographic data for the 1/2 (x = 0.67) phases with
PY,TFSI and PY,sTFS], respectively, are reported in Table 1
and a schematic illustration of the 1/2 (x = 0.67) PY,sTESI/
LiTFSI structure is shown in Figure 3. The TFSI™ anion is
known to be flexible, with two low energy conformations with C;
(cis) and C, (trans) symmetry and extensive charge delocaliza-
tion over the —SO,—N—S80,— backbone.”* %’ Both of these
conformations are found in the reported crystal structure, as well
as intermediate conformations with a dihedral angle of about 70°.
The Li* cations are coordinated by either 3 or 4 neighboring anions.
For the five-coordinate Li" cations, two oxygen atoms belong to the
same C,-TFSI ™ anion (two oxygen atoms bound to different sulfur
atoms on the same TFSI™ anion), two other oxygens belong to a
C;-TFSI™ anion and the last oxygen atom is from a third C;-TFSI"™
anion (Figure 4). Thus, the five oxygen atoms are provided by
three TFSI™ anions, one with the C, conformation and two with
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the C, conformation. For the 4-coordinate Li* cations, each
oxygen atom belongs to one TESI™ anion. Thus, the four oxygen
atoms are provided by four TESI™ anions, two with the C,
conformation and two with the C; conformation (Figure 4).

Table 1. Crystal and Refinement Data

[PY,sTESI],[LiTESI],  [PY,4TESI],[LiTESI],
C64H88F72Li8N 16048824 C60H80F72L18N16048824

structure

chemical formula

fw 4042.46 3986.36

cryst syst triclinic triclinic

space group P1 P1

T (K) 110 93(2)

a (A) 18.4848(6) 18.4561(6)

b (A) 19.1867(6) 19.2278(7)
c(A) 22.1063(8) 21.1756(9)

a (deg) 74.5677(19) 75.381(2)

B (deg) 88.853(2) 89.901(2)

y (deg) 89.2831(18) 89.104(2)

v (A%) 7555.9(4) 7270.4(S)

z 2 2

Peate (g em ™) 1.777 1.821

w (mm™") 0.507 0.526

cryst size (mm”) 0.42 x 0.24 x 0.03 0.42 x 024 x 0.16
F(000) 4048 3984

20,2 (deg) 50.26 50.00

N (Rin) 165751 (0.0640) 62194 (0.0975)
N [I>20(I)] 26029 10971

R, wR,” [I>20(I)] 0.0485,0.1131 0.0482, 0.0612

R, wR,” (all data)  0.0947, 0.1395 0.1482, 0.0721

GOF* 1.013 0.786

A max (e A72) —0.521, 1.239 —0.571, 0.471
“Ry = 3||Fo| — |F||/Z|F|. "wRy = [X [w(F” — F2)*]/ £ (wF,")]">.
‘GOF = [3 [w(F,” — F2)*]/(n — p)]'

The structure consists of planar sheets of ions formed by a
network of anions cross-linked by the Li" cations. Cavities in this
network each hold two organic PY;5" cations. Two of the PY;5"
cations have similar conformations, while the remaining two have
notably different conformations (Figure 4). The ionic sheets are
stacked together to form the crystal structure. This structure
contains 12 discrete anions that are each coordinated to either 2
or 3 Li" cations (Figure S). A schematic illustration of the 1/2
(x = 0.67) PY,,TFSI/LiTFSI structure is shown in the Support-
ing Information. This structure is isostructural with the structure
with PY,sTFSI as both structures contain the same cation and
anion geometries and the same type of crystal packing, but
considerable disorder exists for some of the PY;," cations and
TFSI™ anions in the structure with PY,,TFS], in contrast with
the structure with PY;sTFSL

The crystal structure of a 1/2 (x = 0.67) IM,; 0, TFSI/LiTFSI
phase has been reported (IM;o," is 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazo-
lium).*® The structure is somewhat different from those with
PY,,TESI and PY;STESL In the 1/2 phase with IM;q,TESI,
each Li" cation is S-fold coordinated by anion oxygens from
either 3 or 4 different TEFSI™ anions. As for the 1/2 phase with
PY,sTFSI, however, the ions form two-dimensional sheets
stacked together and cavities are created which accommodate
two of the IM,," cations (Figure 3). The crystal structure of a
1/1 (x = 0.50) IM, o, TESI/LiTFSI phase has also been reported
(IMyo;" is 1,3-dimethylimidazolium).? This structure differs
from the 1/2 structures in that planar ionic sheets are not
formed. Instead, linear ionic chains form between the TFSI™
anions and Li" cations with the organic cations positioned
between the chains.

Raman Spectroscopic Measurements. High resolution,
variable-temperature Raman spectroscopy provides additional
insight into the TFESI™ anion coordination of the mixtures
(Figure 6). This anion has a vibrational band in the 730—
770 cm™ " region which is due to the expansion and contrac-
tion of the entire anion.*® For solvent-separated ion pair (SSIP)

Figure 3. Ion packing in the crystal structure of the (left) (1—x) PY,;sTFSI-(x) LiTFSI (x = 0.67) and (right) (1—x) IM,0, TFSI-(x) LiTFSI (x = 0.67)
crystalline phases (two views, rotated 90°) (Li, purple; O, red; S, yellow; N, blue; F, green).2
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Figure 4. Examples of Li" cation coordination by TFSI ™ anions and the PY, 5" cation conformations (2 views shown for each) in the crystal structure of
the (1—«) PY,sTFSI-(x) LiTFSI (x = 0.67) phase (Li, purple; O, red; S, yellow; N, blue; F, green).

Figure S. TFSI™ anion coordination to Li" cations in the crystal
structure of the (1—x) PY sTFSI-(x) LiTFSI (x = 0.67) phase
(coordination bonds are dashed and Li* cations are black).

solvates with uncoordinated TESI™ anions, this band is posi-
tioned at approximately 740—744 cm™'>'73° If the anion is
coordinated through its oxygen atoms to one or more Li" cations,
however, the band shifts to a higher wavenumber. Assignment of
the bands for specific solvate structures is complicated by both
the flexibility of the anion and the diversity of ways in which the
anion can coordinate one or more Li* cations using its four
oxygen atoms (Figure S). In the literature, contact ion pair (CIP)
solvates in which the anion is coordinated to a single Li* cation
are assigned to a band at approximately 747—750 cm '307¥ To
aid in the confirmation of these assignments, as well as the band
assignments for aggregate (AGG) solvates and pure LiTFSI in
which the anion is coordinated to two or more Li" cations, a
Raman study of crystalline solvates with known structures is

Relative Raman Intensity

il 1 L 1 1 L L !
730 735 740 745 750 755 760 765 770
Raman Shift (cm™)

Figure 6. Raman spectra of (1—x) PY,sTFSI-(x) LiTFSI mixtures at
different temperatures.

underway. Examples of the ion coordination found in crystalline
solvates with LiTFSI are shown in Figure 7.’ ~*" Preliminary
work indicates that the Raman band positions and widths are
temperature-dependent with the bands broadening at higher
temperature and shifting to lower wavenumber. The band assign-
ments at —100 °C are as follows: SSIPs (741—743 cm™ '), C,-CIP-
11 (746—747 cm™ "), C,-AGG-Ib (749—750 cm™ '), C;-AGG-1Ib
(751753 cmfl), and C,-AGG-III (748 cm™ ') (Figure 7).
Unfortunately, a comparison of Figures S and 7 shows that none
of these forms of ionic association corresponds with the co-
ordination noted for the anions in the 1/2 PY,sTFSI/LiTFSI
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Figure 7. TFSI™ anion coordination to Li" cations found in crystalline
(solvent),:LiTFSI solvate structures: (a) C;-SSIP,** (b) C,-SSIP, 3 (¢)
C,-CIP-11,*” (d) C,-AGG-Ib,*® (e) C;-AGG-1Ib,* and (f) C,-AGG-III>
(coordination bonds are dashed and Li" cations are black; the con-
formation of the anion is indicated).

phase. For the latter, the ionic association can be classified as C;-
AGG-Ia (C, anion coordinated to two Li" cations through two
oxygens), C;-AGG-Ib (C, anion coordinated to two Li"
cations through three oxygens) and C,-AGG-IIb (C, anion
coordinated to three Li" cations through four oxygens). This,
combined with the close proximity of some of the vibrational
bands with differing forms of coordination, makes it difficult
to assign the bands unequivocally. Thus, further structural
and Raman characterization of known solvates with LiTFSI is
necessary to aid in the deconvolution and assignments of the
vibrational bands.

Figure 6 indicates that the pure IL (x = 0) consists only of
uncoordinated anions, as expected, due to the steric shielding of
the positive charge on the nitrogen of the PY,s" cations. Note
that the band positions are a function of temperature. The peak
position and full-width-at-half-maximum (fwhm) of the band for
the uncoordinated anions (x = 0) shifts and broadens with
increasing temperature due to increased variability in the anion
conformations with increased thermal energy. The x = 0.20 mix-
ture, when crystalline (—150 °C, —20 °C) and in the liquid phase
(80 °C), contains both uncoordinated anions and CIP species.
The majority of the anions in the x = 0.33 phase appear to be
CIPs (anions coordinated to a single Li* cation, perhaps with two
oxygens). It has been suggested from a vibrational spectroscopic
analysis that, for low LiTFSI concentrations, [Li(TFSI),]
species form with bidentate coordinations of the Li* cations by
two oxygen atoms from one anion with a C, conformation and
two oxygen atoms of another anion with a C; conformation.**
The x = 0.50 sample appears to be a mixture of the coordination
for the x = 0.33 and 0.67 samples. The DSC data indicate that
there may be a eutectic between these two latter phases which
would explain this. The manner in which this sample is crystal-
lized, however, affects the coordination observed. Raman data are
provided in the Supporting Information that show it is p0551b1e to
crystallize this sample to give a prominent peak at 751 em” ! with
a corresponding decrease in the peaks at 747 and 757 cm ™. This
indicates that, under certain conditions, a different crystalline
phase (perhaps a 1/1 PYsTFSI/LiTESI phase) may form rather
than a mixture of the 2/1 and 1/2 phases. At —150 °C, the x =
0.67 sample is a crystalline solid with the ion coordination noted
above. The Raman data indicate that peaks are present at about
747, 750, and 757 cm™'. Three different forms of anion
coordination are found in the structure (Figure S), but none of
these correspond to CIP coordination. Thus, it may be that the
C;-AGG-Ia or C;-AGG-Ib form of coordination result in a band

at 747 cm™~ ' (as is found for the C;-CIP-II form of coordination).
The band at 757 cm ™" appears to be a new band not previously
reported. This band is only present in the crystalline 1/2
PY,sTFSI/LiTESI phase. Interestingly, once this phase melts,
the band disappears. It is tempting to therefore assign this to the
C,-AGG-IIb coordination as this form of ion linkage would be
the most difficult to maintain in the disordered liquid state.

These data suggest that the initial minimal decrease in con-
ductivity in the liquid phase upon the addition of low amounts of
LiTFSI to the ILs may be due to the formation of individual
[Li(TFSI),]~ species that do not significantly disrupt the
dynamics of the ionic mobility. For such compositions, most of
the conductivity is, in fact, due to the uncoordinated ions of the
IL. In contrast, a further increase in the LiTFSI concentration
results in the formation of larger ionic aggregates (chains and
then networks) in which the Li* cations serve as links or cross-
links between the aggregated anions. This increasing aggregation
of the ions is the explanation for the rapid decrease in the
conductivity (and rapid increase in viscosity) of the mixtures in
the liquid state with increasing LiITFSI concentration.

B CONCLUSION

The thermal phase behavior and ionic conductivity of (1—x)
PY,zTFSI-(x) LiTFSI mixtures have been examined. Adding
LiTFSI initially lowers the T, of the samples due to the
formation of a eutectic composition between the crystalline IL
and a2/1 PY g TFSI/LiTESI («x = 0.33) phase. Several mixed salt
crystalline phases form in these mixtures and the ionic conduc-
tivity in all of the crystalline phases is found to be low, but
correlates well with the reported phase behavior. The crystal
structures for the 1/2 PY,zTFSI/LiTFSI phases (R = 4 and S,
x = 0.67) and Raman spectroscopic data provide tremendous
insight into the cation—anion coordination and packing in these
binary salt mixtures. With increasing concentration of LiTFS],
Li" cations serve as cross-links between the anions forming
aggregates and eventually networks of ions resulting in a dramatic
decrease in the ionic conductivity.

Il ASSOCIATED CONTENT

© Ssupporting Information. Experimental data (‘H NMR
and elemental analysis for PY;sTFSI and Raman spectroscopic
data for the PYTFSI-LiTFSI mixtures) and X-ray crystallo-
graphic data files (CIFs) for the 1/2 PY,zTFSI/LiTFSI (R = 4
and 5) structures. This material is available free of charge via the
Internet at http://pubs.acs.org.
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